
Rodgers Organs by Chapel Music                                       June 2009 

Welcome to our friends, customers and fellow church musicians. I hope you will find our 

newsletter helpful as we endeavor to provide information, technical support, and assistance to 

your music program. 

This newsletter is available in print form by mail, or digital form by email. Please let us 

know of any changes you would like in the way you receive the newsletter. We value your 

opinion and welcome your suggestions. Please email all change requests and newsletter 

suggestions to pconley@chapel-music.com. 

I am very happy to announce that in addition to representing the truly fine Rodgers digital 

organs, we now also represent the Roland line of musical products designed specifically for 

church musicians. From my perspective as a pipe organ builder, Roland and their subsidiary, 

Rodgers Instruments, set the music industryôs Gold Standard of Excellence, providing 

exceptional quality of sound, digital organ stops, audio and technology. 

You may be surprised to learn that Rodgers/Roland is the largest custom supplier of organs 

and musical instruments in the world. 
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Rodgers Instruments has introduced an economic assistance program in the United States 

to help churches finance a new organ without having to pay interest. 

The program is being offered through participating Rodgers dealers. A church benefiting 

from the program can have a new organ installed right away and use fundraising to meet the 

monthly payments for terms of 12 or 24 months. 

ñThis program offers a cost-saving, convenient solution to churches that need to replace 

an old instrument or purchase a new one when the funds are not already available,ò said 

Rodgers Credit Manager Diane Snyder. ñParticipating Rodgers dealers can install the organ 

immediately and give the church time to pay off the cost without incurring the expense of 

interest payments.ò 

Restricted access to credit has affected churches as well as businesses and consumers, 

noted Ms. Snyder. This program is designed to be fast and easy, offering churches a $1.00 

buyout lease that covers the organ purchase, shipping, installation and training. The approval 

process requires a short, simple application, and credit decisions are typically delivered in 

less than 24 hours. 

Also, traditional long-term financing is available for terms of 36 to 60 months with 

competitive interest rates to churches purchasing Rodgers organs. 

Rodgers Instruments Corporation is the world's largest builder of stereo imaged church 

organs and pipe/digital organs. Rodgers is a member of the Roland Group, headed by Roland 

Corporation, a world leader in electronic musical instrument technologies and electronic 

musical instrument sales and manufacturing. 

Call 770-482-9335 for more information. 

 



? 

Back in the late 1970s, when digital music was in its formative years, synthesizers could produce 

only one sound at a time. If a musician wanted to play two sounds at once, he needed both hands 

and two synthesizers. For every additional voice, another keyboard and synthesizer was needed. A 

few companies, guided by Roland Corporation (now the parent company of Rodgers), got together 

to overcome this problem. They developed a digital language called ñMIDIò that would 

revolutionize music. 

 

What does MIDI do? 
MIDI, which stands for Musical Instrument Digital Interface, is a computer language that 

conveys musical instructions. For example, when a MIDI keyboard is played, messages are sent 

that describe which notes are played, how long each note is played, and much more. This 

information is sent to other MIDI instruments or devices where itôs reconverted into music.  

All kinds of electronic instruments, and even acoustic instruments such as pianos, guitars and 

windblown instruments, can be equipped with MIDI capabilities. MIDI sound modules, keyboards 

and sequencers are all considered musical instruments since they all contribute to the creation of 

music. 

 

What equipment does it take to use MIDI? 
Fundamentally, one MIDI device is a ñmaster,ò or controller, and another is a ñslave.ò The 

master sends musical information to the slave and it responds by producing music as instructed. All 

Rodgers organs are MIDI controllers. They can trigger electronic keyboards, sound modules, 

electronic pianos, MIDI controllable lighting, sequencers, and more. With MIDI, all these devices 

can be played and controlled right from the organ console. 

 One example of a device that works in conjunction with a MIDI controller is a sound 

module. The Rodgers MX-200 sound module contains over 1,100 digital sounds that can be 

selected and combined to create all kinds of music and effects. 

There are even MIDI devices which have little to do with music, such as lighting systems 

and audio mixers. Using this type of MIDI lighting system, for example, after a hymn an 

organist could press a button at the console and automatically dim the lights, turn up a light on 

the pulpit, or turn on the preachersô microphone. 

Surprise! 
 
Gospel singer George 
Beverly Shea was presented 
with a surprise gift of a 
Rodgers Trillium Masterpiece 
3-manual organ at his recent 
100th birthday party. 
Rodgers dealer Waldrop 
House of Music worked 
closely with the Billy Graham 
Evangelistic Association to 
�P�D�N�H���0�U�����6�K�H�D�·�V���G�U�H�D�P���R�I��
owning a new Rodgers organ 
come true.  
 
The complete story and a 
wonderful photo is posted on 
the Rodgers website at 
www.rodgersinstruments.com 
/SheaGift. 

Rodgers Organs by Chapel Music is the only authorized Georgia service center for Rodgers 

Organs. We also offer: 

 

�x��Repairs on most makes of organs; 

�x��Organ design and consultation; 

�x��Organ installation; 

�x��24-hour service; 

�x��Organ value appraisals; 

�x��Organ locater service; 

�x��Organ removal and transportation; 

�x��Organ voicing and regulation; 

�x��Pipe/digital combination organs; 

�x��MIDI additions to organs; 

�x��Organ audio systems; 

�x��Organ audio repair and additions; 

�x��Organ rebuilding and restoration; 

�x��Vintage Hammonds and Leslies sales; 

�x��Vintage Hammond repairs and service. 

 

Call 770-482-9335 for all your organ needs. 

Backstage Tour 
 

Take a backstage tour of the 
Rodgers factory and watch a 
magnificent 5-manual organ 
come into being, from the 
day the rough lumber 
arrives, to the day it is 
played leading a 
congregation in worship. The 
craftsmanship, ingenious 
technology, environmental 
stewardship, and unique 
benefits built into the 
flagship Trillium Masterpiece 
Series organ add up to a 
fascinating story. 
 
Visit www.chapel-music.com 
to watch this fascinating 
video. 
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