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The role of the organ in church music continues to evolve as the role of music in the 

worship service evolves.  No one would deny the importance of music in setting the tone for 

the message. Hymns and choruses based on biblical scriptures, and praise music expressing 

beliefs and feelings, reinforce the spiritual message. Both forms of music can be moving and 

inspiring. 

While many churches are offering separate services to embrace both traditional and 

contemporary worship styles, we are seeing congregations who have embraced contemporary 

music in worship beginning to reintroduce traditional forms of sacred music, and many 

churches who identify themselves as traditional are introducing more contemporary forms of 

music into their worship. What will likely evolve is a blend of styles from both ends of the 

spectrum.  

As a musical instrument, the modern organ is unique in itôs ability to support both 

traditional and contemporary forms of music. A creative organist with the use of MIDI can 

provide the same instrumental textures as a praise band. Generally, church orchestras and 

bands are not available for weddings or funerals. The organ serves a very important role in 

these areas. 

Technology has enabled the traditional church organ to become the ñmodernò church organ. 

The church organ of today is an instrument designed to accompany contemporary and traditional 

styles of sacred music. With a ñmodernò church organ, the creative organist can set the mood for 

any style of worship. The worship of every congregation which incorporates musical instruments, 

will be enhanced and taken to new heights by including todayôs church organ. 

Let Rodgers and Roland show you some of the incredible possibilities when you give your 

worship team powerful and soulful music tools. See what's been happening lately to breathe 

new life into music at some of America's most notable churches by watching the internet 

video at http://www.rodgersinstruments.com/videoContemporary. 
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We have an exciting inventory of Hammonds in our showroom. These ñcream puffsò have  

very nice cabinets and some include Leslies. Each unit has been reconditioned by our factory-

trained technician. We need to move 

these organs to make room for a new line 

of musical instruments coming this fall. 

If youôve been wanting a top-

condition, vintage Hammond for that 

unique gospel sound, donôt miss this 

opportunity to view, play and select 

your ñdreamò Hammond from our 

inventory. 

To see photos of current inventory, 

go to our website (www.chapel-

music.com). To schedule an 

appointment to view and play these 

units, call us at 770-482-9335. 



Some church people bemoan the lack of trained organists in their community, but an 

enterprising ministerial association in Maine is doing something about it. 

Facing a shortage of musicians able to provide organ music in the churches of Searsport, 

Maine, the Greater Bay Area Ministerium put together a new program that allows students to 

qualify for three hour-long lessons given by Dr. Carlton Russell, retired professor of music 

and college organist at Wheaton College. The lessons take place on the 1906 Lane pipe organ 

at the 1st Congregational Church in Searsport and on a new Insignia 548 organ loaned by 

Rodgers Instruments. 

ñAs you know, there is a dearth of young organists in America, with obvious implications 

for the future of the organ as, among other things, an instrument of worship,ò explained Dr. 

Russell in a letter introducing the program. The first two students, Grant Richards and Zora 

MacClintock, began their lessons on Memorial Day after an introductory session with Dr. 

Russell and the Rev. Dr. Arlin T. Larson, pastor of First Congregational Church. Funds for the 

program have been provided by the churches of the Greater Bay Area Ministerium and by 

donations. 

The organ education idea was the brainchild of the late CJ Sambach. At the invitation 

of the Ministerium, Mr. Sambach presented his organ ñInformancesò to area students and 

played a public recital at the Searsport church in the fall of 2007. A second recital in the 

fall of 2008, by Dr. Russell and flutist Diana Brookes Brown, raised additional funds. The 

program also builds on the work of the late Dr. Ralph Stephenson of Belfast who likewise 

sought to increase organ awareness among local students through his summer Organ 

Academy. 

Duane Kuhn, executive vice 

president of Rodgers, noted that 

ministerial associations throughout the 

United States would benefit by 

considering the same approach. 

ñChurches have much to gain by 

coming together in this way to provide 

training for their own future organists,ò 

he said. ñWorking cooperatively, the 

members of the Greater Bay Area 

Ministerium are ensuring that their 

congregations will not have to see the 

organ sit unused in a corner. Instead, 

they'll have the support of magnificent 

music to help them raise their songs of 

praise.ò 

A.E.Schlueter Pipe Organ 

Company of Lithonia, Georgia, 

recently awarded scholarships to 

several students in the Susan 

Schlueter Piano Studios in Monroe, 

Georgia. Schlueter has sponsored 

these scholarships for the last five 

years.  

Winners include: Preston Dean, 

Kaitlyn Daniel, Jake Reid, Caroline 

Gibson, Sue Anna Holder, Alana 

Jordan, Jessey Sperrey, Annie Ho, 

and Sanjukta and Sanjana Vasisht. 

 

Introducing the 
Organ to Piano 
Students 
 

Organist and music 
teacher Joanne Brown, has 
her own unique ways to 
introduce piano students to 
the organ. At a recent 
recital, guests were 
treated to a performance 
�R�I���W�K�H���´�:�H�V�W�P�L�Q�V�W�H�U��
�&�K�L�P�H�V���µ���S�O�D�\�H�G���R�Q���W�K�H��
organ by a young student. 
 
�-�R�D�Q�Q�·�V���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V���D�U�H��
encouraged to learn their 
favorite songs and musical 
styles, with Joanne 
assisting in transcribing the 
music, if necessary. They 
are also encouraged to try 
out other instruments in 
their quest to satisfy their 
musical appetite. 
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