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Introducing 
Rodgers Organs by Chapel Music is delighted to welcome Jim 
Sowell into its family. Jim comes to us from Texas with his wife 
and three children, to make Atlanta home and serve as our 
General Manager. 

In this capacity Jim will oversee all Rodgers digital organ and 
combination pipe/digital organ projects, to provide an 
unparalleled level of customer satisfaction, resulting in superior 
music. 

Jim started his career while studying at Oklahoma City 
University on a music scholarship. In 1981, he was hired by the 
local firm of Sharp & Nichols Music Company, which began his 
career with church and institution organ sales. Over the course of 
two and one half decades this has evolved into a career that has been punctuated with 
professional awards and credits from Steinway and Sons, Allen Organ Company, Fratelli 
Ruffatti, and Rodgers Instruments LLC. Jim has served as a Rodgers Factory Regional 
Manager, where he consulted with and mentored Rodgers dealers with marketing, product 
information, optimum installation design, and customer workshops. 

As a certified technician, he is well versed in the design and engineering of custom digital 
organ installations, and has personally been responsible for numerous custom digital and 
pipe/digital organ installations throughout the United States. 

We are pleased that Jim has joined the Chapel Music family, and I am sure that you will not 
be disappointed when you have the opportunity to work with him in product support, 
maintenance, or new organ sales. 
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Congratulations 
Congratulations to Jim Sowell and his team at Rodgers Organs by Chapel Music, for their 
recognition by Rodgers Instruments, LLC as a 2009 Rodgers Platinum Level Dealership. 

This recognition, awarded for being in the top ten for sales volume, comes with an attractive 
list of benefits, which also benefit our customers. In addition to advertising and promotional 
events, we have order priority on new products, input into Rodgers product development as a 
member of the Product Concept Board, advance notice of factory specials, and a Rodgers 
sponsored Hector Olivera concert in 2010.  

Jim Sowell,  
General Manager 



Used Organs  
and Rentals 
 
Reliable, reconditioned 
used digital and analog 
organs available for sale.  
Please visit our website: 
www.chapel-music.com 
for information and photos 
of our current inventory of 
used organs and 
Hammonds. 
 
Digital organ rentals also 
available.  
 
Call 770-482-9335. 

Did You Know? 
 
There is a great website 
which lists organ concerts 
across the country: 
   www.organfocus.com 
 
And, check out their links 
page. There you will find 
links to many useful sites 
for topics such as choral 
music resources, church 
musician resources, home 
organs, organ study, 
festivals and competitions, 
JS Bach, MIDI resources, 
and much, much more. 
 
Have fun exploring!  

In the last issue we featured the new Rodgers organ installation at  First Baptist Church in 
Barnesviille, Georgia. But there is a lot more to their story, and here it is…  
 
 
By Greg Burrell, Minister of Music 
 

On November 8, 2009, when Dan Miller came to Barnesville to give the Dedication 
Concert of our new Rodgers Trillium Masterpiece 928 console, it was a great moment for our 
church. The room was full of smiling people who understood the significance of the moment, 
and Dan Miller provided a wonderful tour through some great organ literature and through 
the possibilities of our outstanding new instrument.  

The occasion had me reflecting on the history behind the moment. Barnesville was once 
the nation’s second largest shipper of 
horse-and-buggy carriages, eclipsed only 
by Cleveland, Ohio.  Our town was home 
to four buggy manufacturers, the largest 
of these being the J.G. Smith Company.  
Jackson G. Smith was the founder, and 
also a member of our church congregation.  
He was a driving force behind the 
building of our sanctuary, as was the 
money he provided.  We still worship in 
that sanctuary, but it had no pipe organ 
when it was completed in 1883. 
 But in 1903 Smith challenged 
his son, Milton, now head of the Smith 
Company, to take on the leadership of 
completing the unfinished touches in the 
sanctuary.  Beautiful stained glass 

windows were added, a sizeable dome was installed in the 
ceiling, and our first pipe organ was added by Henry 
Pilcher and Sons. The stenciled façade looked amazing, 
and the bellows were powered the old-fashioned way:  by 
the young men of the church! 

As the Pilcher aged and new needs became apparent, 
organist Marion Bush became the driving force behind the 
selection of a new 13-rank Reuter organ installed in 1955.  
The organ had a beautiful tone and was well-balanced for our 
room. It was installed for Reuter by Bill Manley, and 
maintained by him for over 30 years. Later in his career 
Manley also worked for A. E. Schlueter Pipe Organ 
Company, and became our first connection to Schlueter and 
Chapel Music, who would eventually provide our new 

console. This 
console powers 
our Reuter 
pipes, adds new 
digital pipe 
sounds, gives us all the possibilities of a new third 
manual, and expands beyond organ sounds with a 
Roland MIDI sound module. 
 So the long history of our church and fine 
organs continues. We will be exploring all the 
possibilities of our new Rodgers Trillium 
Masterpiece for quite some time, I’m sure; and we 
are very grateful to Chapel Music and Art 
Schleuter himself for making all these possibilities 
available to us. 

the rest of the story 

Pilcher organ 

Annie Kate Smith Cotter, 
early organist 

related to Smith family 

Legendary Marion Bush, 
organist and choirmaster 



majestic pipe organ sound for your home 

Specifications and more details 
may be viewed at our website: 
www.chapel-music.com 

The baroque was the period in which J. S. Bach, the father of music, wrote his many 
masterpieces. This was also when organ culture blossomed. Many types of organs were 
developed during this period — from positive organs, with small bodies and elegant tones, to 
pipe organs that filled large cathedrals with colossal sound. The music of the era had a 

miraculous beauty, and Roland’s vision was 
to bring these rich organ tones closer to our 
modern lives. Based on this vision, Roland 
proudly presents its classical organ C-330.  
 The C-330 delivers grand, 
magnificent sound that defies its compact 
size. Its body is only 53.7cm deep (91cm 
deep including pedalboard). It features a 
dual-manual keyboard with 61 keys each 
plus 30 foot pedals in a parallel-concave 
configuration. With a wide variety of high-
quality organ tones, the C-330 sets the bar 
high for sound and performance. 
Experience pipe-organ power and 
performance whenever inspiration strikes.  
 At the heart of C-330 is Roland's 
newly developed sound module that 
faithfully reproduces the elements that 

make up the tone of acoustic pipes, including air pressure sent from the wind chest, slight 
variations in pitch that create full-bodied harmonies, and undulations produced by pipes as 
they generate sound. Creates natural and real tones. Enables phrasings that have been difficult 
to reproduce in the past, such as variations in how attack and decay respond to subtle 
differences in touch. Dramatically more expressive.  

The keyboard faithfully reproduces the key touch of tracker-actions that are widely used in 
pipe organs. Capable of conveying the subtlest nuances created by differences in touch, the 
keyboard perfectly responds to the performers’ emotions and sensitivities. The keyboard even 
reproduces the resistance from air pressure that occurs immediately before the pallet opens 
when a key is pressed, as well as the releasing sensation when it opens. 

Pipe organs are known by different names and have different styles of pipes depending on 
their period and region. A variety of organ pieces have been written for these specific styles. 
The organ tones onboard the C-330 each come with four variations (Voice Pallets) covering a 
wide range of styles and tastes. Enjoy on a variety of different organs ranging from Baroque 
organs of the 17th and 18th centuries, on which Bach wrote his masterpieces, to large 
romantic organs that were used in concerts in the 19th and early 20th centuries.  

Supports four types of pitches, 
including the Baroque pitch, as well as 
equal temperament and eight classical 
temperaments. Transform the 
instrument with the touch of a button, 
and perform different pieces in the 
tuning used during that specific 
period. The C-330 also offers an easy 
way to fine-tune its pitch to match 
other instruments.  

 The C-330 is equipped with a 
built-in recorder for recording and 
playing back your performance. You 
can store your performance on the unit 
itself or on USB memory. 
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Happy New Year 
 
We would like to give you 
a 2010 Pipe Organ 
calendar, to celebrate the 
coming of the New Year, 
and to wish you a 
prosperous year to come. 
 
This beautiful calendar 
features a different pipe 
organ for each month, 
and notations for all 
national and religious 
holidays, even major 
AGO events. 

To request your FREE 
calendar, just go to 
www.pipe-organ.com  




