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Scripture is full of music, song, chant, poetry and refrains. The Psalms themselves are 

worship lyrics. In the Bible, Godôs worshippers have stood up in song, clapped their hands, 

lifted or raised their hands, sung loud praises, and used a wide variety of musical instruments. 

Throughout history worship has been a prime generator of musical styles, forms and 

instruments. As our music and instruments continue to evolve, we should keep in mind Bachôs 

proclamation ñto God alone be the Glory.ò This should be our benchmark in our worship 

today, as we see new styles of both music and musical instruments introduced into worship.  

No matter what styles or instruments we employ, their role is to support the heart in lifting 

itôs praises to God. I believe that Bach should be taken literally ï that the style of music doesnôt 

matter; what does matter is the heart praising the Lord as we sing to him. With that in mind, 

new musical styles, forms and instruments do provide us with new opportunities to keep our 

worship fresh and joyful. And joyful music will work itôs way into the world at large, touching 

people in a way that can only be described as truly spiritual. 
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September 20, 2:00 p.m.: Internationally recognized organist Fred Swann in 

concert at Atlanta First United Methodist Church (www.atlantafumc.net) on the 

new 5-manual, 93-rank A.E. Schlueter pipe organ. Fred is a prominent American 

concert organist, recording artist, choral conductor, and former president of the 

American Guild of Organists. During his career spanning more than a half-century, 

he has performed on most of the well-known pipe organs in the world and made 

numerous compact disc recordings. Swann has been called ñone of the country's 

most distinguished organists,ò and is Organist Emeritus of the Crystal Cathedral 

and the First Congregational Church of Los Angeles. 

 

October 18, 2:00 p.m.: International concert organist and leading American composer 

Charles Callahan in concert at Atlanta First United Methodist Church 

(www.atlantafumc.net) on the new A.E. Schlueter pipe organ. Charles has been 

involved in the design of many important new American pipe organs, and has become 

one of the most recognizable names in American church music, with scores of choral 

and instrumental compositions now in print from leading publishers. In addition to 

compositions and performances, Charles Callahan is a noted educator and author. His 

books on American organ building, ñThe American Classic Organò, and ñAeolian-

Skinner Rememberedò have become standard reference works. 

 

November 8, 2:00 p.m.: International concert organist Carlo Curley in concert at Atlanta First United 

Methodist Church (www.atlantafumc.net) on the A.E. Schlueter pipe organ. Carlo is an 

international concert organist, CD and DVD recording artist. Known as ñthe Pavarotti 

of the Organ,ò he made history early in his career as the first classical organist to give a 

solo organ recital at the White House. Wherever he goes, Carlo Curleyôs charismatic 

personality inevitably finds its way onto TV and radio. His network TV appearances in 

the United States and abroad are well known. Today, he tours the world, having played 

in every state and province in North America and Canada, as well as Europe, Asia, 

Australia and Hong Kong.  
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The historic Underwood 

Memorial United Methodist 

Church has been located in 

Atlanta, at Howell Mill Road 

and Holmes Street,  for almost 

100 years. In the 1970ôs the 

church purchased a modest 

pipe organ, which consisted 

only of seven ranks of non-

expressive pipe work, and one 

32-note pedal rank. The two-

manual console did not have a  

combination action. 

The inability to control the 

volume of the sound due to the 

lack of expression, and the 

limited specification (no reed 

stops, mixtures, or celestes), 

restricted the use and effectiveness of the organ for choral accompaniment and worship 

service.  

The organ also had problems associated with damage caused by a roof leak which affected 

both the console and organ relays. 

The church leadership appointed an organ study committee to entertain proposals for 

rebuilding the organ, making additions to the organ, and replacing the organ with a new digital 

instrument. After much study and visits to local organ installations, the committee chose 

Chapel Music Company for the organ project. They decided to replace their original console 

with a new custom Rodgers model 797 digital organ, designed to interface with their existing 

pipework, and to renovations to their pipe organ. 

A.E. Schlueter Pipe Organ Company, the parent company of Rodgers Organs by Chapel 

Music Company, was responsible for designing and engineering the pipe organ relays, the pipe 

organ renovation, and tonal finishing of the organ pipes. 

During the study, selection and installation process, the church was fortunate to have 

supporters for the organ project, who included: Mr. Fay Pearce, consultant, fundraiser, and 

substitute organist;  Mr. Charles Loudermilk, a generous contributor;  and Mr. Laurence 

Manous, who, during this project was appointed organist by the music committee. 

Underwood Memorial Methodist Church thanks God for their wonderful instrument and all 

those who made it possible, leaving a rich legacy. It is the churchôs hope that this instrument 

will continue to be a part of the worship experience and ever stand as a tribute to the goodness 

of God. 

 

Music Director 
Wins Free Organ 
 
�:�L�Q�Q�L�Q�J���L�V�Q�·�W���H�Y�H�U�\�W�K�L�Q�J����
but it certainly made Frank 
�8�U�D�Q�L�F�K�·�V���G�D�\�� 
 
Out of the hundreds of 
visitors who came by the 
Rodgers Instruments 
Corporation booth at the 
National Pastoral 
Musicians conference in 
July, Frank was the lucky 
individual who won the 
drawing for a free 
portable organ.  
 
The longtime Director of 
Music and Worship at 
Saint Agnes Church, San 
�)�U�D�Q�F�L�V�F�R�����V�D�\�V���K�H���G�R�H�V�Q�·�W��
remember ever winning 
anything before. If so, the 
C-190 organ that will soon 
be delivered to his home in 
Daly City, a few miles 
south of San Francisco, put 
a perfect end to that 
streak. 
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Chapel Music is growing ï selling, 

installing and servicing Rodgers and 

Roland musical products in a 4-state area. 

We have an opening for an experienced 

person to design and sell digital organ 

installations. Proven experience in the 

sale of organs or pianos is required. 

Compensation for this full-time position 

includes salary, commission and benefits. 

For consideration, send resume to Art 

Schlueter, Jr.  

fax: 770-484-1906  

or email: aeschlueter@pipe-organ.com 


